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SERMON 


Preach d in the 
Pariſh Church at Soulderne inOxfordſbire, 
DECEMBER the 8th, 1706. 
In Memory of the REVEREND 
Mr. Jeffery Ham, B. D. 


Late Rector of that Pariſh, 4 ſometime] 
Fellow of St. John's College i in Cambridge; 


, wo Died whilſt he was in the Church 
at Evening Prayer, Nov. 17. 1706. 


3 = = | By WI LL OrFLE ; By Prebendary of Lincoln, 
and late Fellow of Kings-College at Cambridge * 
The Second Edition. 1 


7 24 Wherefore let him that thinketh he Fre take bead 
left he fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12, 
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hath of the Pariſh of ger 


in the ee of Oxford. 


Cood N 8 Tay 


IF much 2 that we would all 5 Wai 
for God in the Way of his Judgments, as 
that we might, in ſume meaſure, anſwer the End 
and Deſigu of his Scattering bis AMicting Provi- 


dences amongſt us, by our growing wiſer and better 


by them: But tis greatly to be ſuſpe&ed, that thoſe 


Various Calamities which have befallen us in this 


- Promiſcubus Abode and Lottery of the World, have 
not had that due Influence upon our Hearts and 
Minds, as they ought to have ; and therefore we. 


preſume, that the Almighty is — moy d to 


ariſe more remarkable in Judgment, and by the moſt 
| ſurprizing Inſtances of bis Power, to teach us all 
how frail we ate, and how ſhort our Time is! 


By thoſe becoming: and Religious Expreſſions which 
I have heard niany of you tet fall in Diſcourſe; 


| ſmce the Sudden Death of your late Faithful Paſtor, 
I am inclin d to thinł that you are ſo ſenfibly awa- 


kew'd d, that yon do not mant many Motives foe to a- 
* A 3 a e 


3 
85 8 
TN 
d 9 4 y 2 af 
1 vm 
- 7 * 4 


8 " Epiſtle Dedieany. 3 _ 


nimate and quicken you in the Diſcharge of thoſe 
reſpective Duties of Religion, which are able, at 
all ſeaſonable Opportunities „to teach us all ſo to 


number our days, as that we may apply, uf 


hearts unto Wiſdom. 
However fome may poſſibly be induced to think 
and aft, it is certainly no unſafe thing for us, 
whilſt ne re here, for to Reflect often and ferionſly 
upon Death: The great Advantage and Neceſſity of 
fo Important and Religious a Contemplation, I have; 
in this enſuing Diſcemſe; endeavanr 4 te aal 


10 %%. 


it again to jou from the Preſs.. It waits on you in 
a very plain Dreſs, in the Habit of a Mourner, 
whichs is moſt agreeable to the preſent Occaſion of your 


Tears and Sorrow, which I was Witneſs to, when 
von attended at the late Funeral Solemnity., „ and 
expreſs d your Lamentable Concern for: the Dead. 


Bat whatever this Sermon wants in outward Ornas 
ment, Itruſt will be found to be. made up by my 


ſincere Eudeavours to do Jou, and others, all the 


Good I can. Wherefore, according to my Office , 
«4 MT not be amd 60 Bro to God, 6 for a 
4) ls 6 Sod 


. 
- 


. When 1 frſ Preached it before 3 you, my main In- 
rention was to imprint it in jour Memories, and 
on hour Hearts; and I hope my Deſgn 1 is not alt- 
. fruſtrated, ſince you have defir d me to Preach 


3 "The E Epiſtle Del, 


” © Bleſſing ng upon the Univerſal Church of Ons ; 
ce That 2 would be her conſtant Defence againſt the 
4 Face of all ber Enemies, and evermore ſhield her 
« ſyom all Danger; and that be would deliver you 
© and every Individual Member of that Sacred. 
Body, of which e is the A W 
3 cc « Sudden Death. | . 
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the Great Reſpect We bear to the Memory of 


Shaw Deceas d. | 
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E whoſe Names are — " Re 
turn our Thanks to the Reverend 
Mr. William Offey, for his Sermon Preach'd at 
Soulderne the 8th Inſtant. ; 


and We deſire him 
as a Laſting Teſtimony of = 
our late Miniſter, the Reverend Mr. «Jeffery. 1 
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John Browne. 
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Jos XIV. 4. The laſt Parr, 


| All the FOR of. my appointed time will 5 


wait , till my C ey come. 


wu HICH Words holy Job'is, in this Chap- 
ter of my Text, recorded to have utter d 


in the days of his earthly Pilgrimage, 
when thoſe ſevere and repeated Miſeries 


which befel him, were a Means not only to try his Faith, 


but patiently to diſpoſe him to fabmit himſelf at all 
times to God's Divine Will, whilſt he ſuffer'd in his 


% 4 | 


own proper Perſon, in his Family „and in his vaſt Sa. Chap. r. 


© ance, which made him eſteem d the Saure of all the 3. 


men of the Eaſt. 
And as this fadden Turn of Fottarie, 140 the calm. 


tous Condition of this Good Man's Liſe, did rather 
Conſirm, than otherwiſe Shake or Unſettle that Confi- 
dence which he repos d in God, who cannot forget to be 


| gracious ; ſo in like manner, dict he make the beſt and 


wiſeſt Conſtructions of God's Diſpenſations at all times; 


even ſuch as were not only ſerviceable to ſupport him 


under the preſent Weight of his Afffictions, but ſuch as 
wou'd ſtand. him in ſtead at the laſt, when his Change 


p Diſſolution. ſhou d * and thoſe Eyes of his, 
* that 
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Pſal. 8 9. 
ver. 48. 


Luke 2 1. 
ver. 19. 


that then beheld the Light, ſhou'd ſoon be closd „ and 


ſink into Night and Darkneſs. 


In every Period and Condition of Life, all the days 
of this Mortal State, we have here 70h Reſolution of 
being Watchful, and upon his Guard, patiently expect- 
ing the coming of his Change; that is, Either till 
God ſhou'd in Mercy look on him, and put a ſtop to 
* the Current of his preſent Misfortunes , by reſtoring 


e him to a plentiful Fortune again in this Life; or elſe 


« till God thou'd think fit to order his laſt and great 
Change to come. by Death; Which every man roving 
* fall ſee, as the Prophet David affirms. OW. 


4 My Text then records a pious and ſerious Reſoluti- 


on of one. who in his patience poſſeſs d his Soul, and whoſe 
Mind was fix d upon his latter end. Now how well ſuch 
a Reſolution may become us, (my Brethren, of the like 


Compoſition, of the ſame Duſt and Aſhes) to embrace 


and take up, I ſuppoſe that none of you are at this 


ignorant: Alas! if we attentively weigh and conſider 


things as we ought, we ſhall ſoon be convinced 
the World here doth abound with Sorrow and 
tion as much now, as ever it did in the Ages that are 
paſt; as well as the Juſt and Upright ones, who hereto- 
fore ſuffered, and were ſpamefully intreated, we in this Ge- 
neration are worn away with very Trouble, and are al- 
moſt continually alarm'd and fiirpriz'd by the ſpeedy 
Harbingers of Death: We alas! are bereaved of our 
deareſt and beſt Friends and intimate Acquaintance, in 
the day that we thought not of ſuch a Calamity; yea, 
in a Moment, even whilſt we are Converſing together, 
we are liable to be ſeparated, and to e carried down into 
the chambers of death. And what is all this, but to awa- 
| | * £4 | | ken 
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of the Reverend Mr, J. Shaw. 
ken us, and if poſſible to beget in us a due Senſe of our 
own Frailty 2 how that in the midſt of life we are in 
death ; and for ought that we know, our Change is now 
JJ 8 n 

Lea, as you ſaw it was the fad and deplorable Fate 
of your late Worthy and Beloved Miniſter in this Place, 
we may (God knoweth, and he only) be hurried away 
from hence, and Die, whilſt our Hearts with our Hands 
are lifted up to Heaven, as his were; whoſe ſudden De- 
parture hence in the Lord was not a little ſurprizing, 
even to thoſe that were at ſome remote Diſtance, when 
the Melancholy Report reach'd them; much more, 
may I preſume, did it affect you of this Pariſh, who 
_ were then met together in this appointed Place for God's 
Publick Worſhip „ and beheld the bloody and diſmal 
1 Hi 5 „ = 

This is both Natural as well as Religious for me to 
ſuppoſe : For hearken (I beſeech you my Friends) a 
little ; Do not we all hear, how the Sheep Bleat and 
Mourn at this time, when the Shepherd is taken away 
from them? Oh! how ſenſible is the Loſs of ſuch a 
One, that continually enter d in by the Door, ; who is at- 
firm'd by. Chriſt. himſelf ; to he the true fb 


ſhepherd of the ſohn ; 
ſheep : The Death of ſuch a Shepherd 1 ita —_—_ : 
peradventure be ſurpaſſingly great, and much to be la- 

\ mented... 3 0 e 
. Having had a long Acquaintance with 2h. Good Man, 
now gone (I hope) to reſt with God, I cou'd not en- 
ter into this Holy Place, without paying his Memory 
ſo ſmall a Tribute as I now do, of that ſincere Friend- 
ſhip I had for him; neither can I think it unſeaſonable 
to remind you again and again of his ſudden Death; 
which was a Warning no doubt ſent to the Sheep and 
5 ee ene F-25008 
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to the Shepherds alſo in general. Oh! that the Shep- 
herds then wou'd hereby be inſtructed, and for the fu- 
1 Tim. 4. ture redouble their Care, rating heed- to themſelves, and 


ver. 16. to their doctrine. And my hearty Deſire and Prayer 


- 


= Tim. 6. N hriſt; Laying up in fore for themſelves a good founda- 
.in againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on 


Mr. Shaw died as he 


ro God is; © That the Sheep would give ear, and hear-- 
* ken to the Voice of their true Shepherds; that they 


* may no longer Err, nor go aſtray from the Ways of 


“ God and his ſaving Truth, as thoſe Sheep that are loſt ; 


% put that they continue ftedfaft in the Faith of 


eternal life; as St. Paul exhorted his beloved Timothy: 


Which Words (you may remember, as 


you have inform d me) were the very laſt 


ip ane 1" wg that God ſuffer'd our Reverend Friend and 


Rev. 1. 


VBlrother to utter in this Place to you, whil/ 
he was in the Spirit on the Lord's day. And I have al- 


Ver. 10. ſo been told, That he ſpoke thoſe Words of the Apo- 


| keep knowledge. 


file which I have here cited, with ſuch an Emphaſis 
and Strength of Elocution, that he ſeem d to call up 
your Attention more than 3 at the very Mi- 
nute in which he died: So powerful was the Word of 
God in his Mouth! Thus to the laſt, % the Prieſis lips 


— 


4 [ 


- Certainly then (my Brethren ) you cannot well for- 


get theſe Laſt and Dying Words of Exhortation, which 


you. then heard, and I have now repeated ; ſince they 


are of ſuch great Uſe to. Alrengthen and fix all our 
Thoughts and Meditations upon Death, and our Change 


by it; whilſt they Teach us duly to wait al the days of 
our appointed time: We ſtand not in need of many Mo- 


tives to this Duty; daily Experience calls both aloud 
W „ and 
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and earneſtly to us all, for to be Vigilant and Circum- 
ſpect; and every one's Change that hath already hap- 
pen d, is a viſible Forerunner of that Diſſolution which 
waits us all. The beſt of Mankind, though never f6 
wiſe, and enrich'd with Knowledge and Underſtanding, 
cannot tell what a day may bring forth. Te know not what Prov. 27. 
ſpall be on the morrow : For what is your Life? It is even a Jam! A 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth v. 14. 
away. For that ye ought to ſay, if the Lord will, we ſhall 18. 
Ihe, ind" . d Tm Oo OOH 90 


Alas ! in this valley of Care and of Death, we are in 
the dark, ready to {iumble and fall: Here we cannot 
= foreſee Events, nor tell thoſe Things that ſhall hereafter 
come to paſs. None of us do know what may befal 
us here in zhis Houſe of 5 or when we go out of 
it, and return to our reſpective Habitations ; Death 
may [Arreſt and carry us off in any Place, or at any 
Time appointed and ordained of God our Creator : And 
for ever Bleſſed and Happy ſhall we be, if we are ready 
and prepared for Our Great and Certain Changs, when- 
XZ ever it ſhall pleaſe God, in whoſe Hands are the Iſſues 
of Life and Death, to order it; whether it ſhall be in 
8 the Morning, at Mid-day, or in the Evening. But here 
let us conſider; Though Death is acceptable and wel- 
come at all Times, and in all Places, to a good Chri- 
ſtian, who has waited for it, and before-hand endea- 
vour'd to make his Peace with. God and his Neighbour; 
yet certainly we cannot but account thoſe very Happy, 
= o/c Change happeneth whilſt they are more immedi- 
ately in God's Divine Preſence, having his Saving 
Word in their Mouths, and their Souls lifted up in 
Prayer towards God, at that very Inſtant in * 
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God is pleas d to require them. Oh ! how Bleſt and 
Happy are all they preſum d to be, who are departed 
hence in the Lord; and have thus been found of God in 

Mell doing ina io: > 


-. + ._ Thus your Faithful and Good Shepherd (O that 
all the Churches of God did with us this Day 
call to their Remembrance his lamented. Fall!) 
was taken from amongſt you. In the Morning, 

he, with you, made humble Confeſſion of his 
Sins here to God: Here it was that he careful- 


\ 


ly fed you ( his beloved Flock) with the Bread 


of Eternal Life , the pure and healing Word of 


God: And here he pronounced the Benefit of 
Abſolution and Remiſſion of Sins, to all that 2. 


' ty Repented , and Belleved the Goſpel. And in the 
Evening, as he was here ſtanding before you, and 
Reading the ſame Sanctifying Word of Truth, and 
of God, according to his Sacred and Miniſterial 
Office, his Change came; — ie bowed, be 


„M. Show bell on ef he Fell; where be bowed, he fell down 


- Reading-Desk into the Iſſe of dead 3 and then the Word of God 1 


the Church; and his Skull ceasd to be heard any more from 
chas be died inmedtely. o his Mouth, as it usd to be, ac- 
ciording to the moſt genuine Inter- 
pretations, with great Clearneſs, and in Accents pleaſing 
and delightful to all whom he Preached ſo conſtantly un- 
to in this Sanctuary of God. | 


9 "1 
1 
1 


* 


And here I might enlarge a little, and give you a 
Character of his Great Learning, which the Univerſity in 
general, and his own Colledge in particular, have had ma- 


ny Specimens of: But I forbear from a Senſe of 
7:5 Wo | 5 1 | my 
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my own Inability to deſcribe that which is enough tor 
me to admire, - ory | „5 


by 


To return then, after this ſhort Digreſſion. R 

was not many Hours before his ſudden Fall happen d, 
when he from hence * Preached, and exhorted you that * In his 
were then preſent , © To prepare tor a more laſting and 3 
durable Place of Happineſs, than is here in this World Morning. 
ce to be found: His Text (his own Funeral Sermon I 55 


may call his Enlargement upon it) was this; 


! 


I have ſeen an end of all Perfection, but thy Cum- F 219. 
mandment is exceeding broad. e 755 

„By which Words, the Prophet David is interpret- 

« ed to repreſent to us the Fluctuating and Tranſitory 
4 Condition of this preſent World; how that the great- 
< eſt Perfection which this Life is capable of, is finite 
« and narrow, ſo that we receive no real Satisfacti- 
eon from it. This occaſion'd the P/a/mift to teſtify, 
* as he doth in this Portion of Scripture, that profound 
* Reſpect which he had for the lam of God, his holy 
* Word; which he declares is of a much larger Extent, 
broad enough to make him Happy to all Eternity in 
„Heaven above; whither, we hope, our Brother and 
Servant of Chriſt is lately gone; ſince hg continued 
Faithful to the laſt, and Dy'd in the Performance of 

that moſt Divine and. Excellent Service of his Lord and 
_ * Maſter; and here alſo, in this Holy Place of God's 
Adoration and Worſhip , where his eyes had often ſeen 
* the Salvation of God ; but now has God let him depart 
in peace. And you (my Brethren ) were Witneſſes 
* of theſe Things, that I now rehearſe ; and God 
C4 5 grant 


enn 
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8 + A Sermon. ou. the. Death © 
| r grant that you may all ever be calling to mind the 
& Wonderful Works, which God, by his mighty Power, 
* has made known in the Earth; but eſpecially this Laſt 
* Remarkable Judgment which he has wrought among 


— 


The Evangelical Prophet, long before the Co- 
ming of the Meſſiah, inform'd the People of old, 
16. 26. That when Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabi- 
'v.g. tants of the World will learn Righteouſneſs: And 
moſt certain, it is our Duty as well as Advan- 
tage, who ſurvive ſo many terrible Inſtances of 
- Mortality, for to Meditate upon Death*, and ſe- 
riouſly to make Proviſion for our Change, ſo lon 
as we continue in this Natural and Corruptible 
State of Human and Frail Nature. Which that 
we may both regularly and religiouſly do; I ſhall 
proceed, from the good Reſolution of Fob in my 
RE 1957 04 ·˙· 217 IT SR Wl 


| vai Birth; To repreſent and ſhow the Neceſſity of 
* aur Waiting, as he did, for our Change, all the days 
e our appointed time. 5 


Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to enforce the Ob- 
ſervation of this Religious and Chriſtian 
Duty, by reminding you of that great Ad- 
vantage which it will afford to every one 
r * ſcriouſly diſchargeth it as he ougltit to WP - 
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As to the Firſt of theſe Particulars, The 
Thoughts and Meditations of our Change - by 
Death are ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that they are 

the very Baſis and Foundation of our Spiritual 
Lives, of our Pious Exerciſes, and of all Chri- 

ſtian Graces and Virtues. So fully convinced 

and perſuaded was Job of this, that he elſe- = » 
where confeſleth 7 know, thou O God wilt om 
ring me to death, and to th! houſe appointed for 
all living; As if he had faid ; - ©. Death is al- 
„ways in my View; at that Mark I level 
„all my Words and Actions. And here I think 

it not unſuitable to my Purpoſe in hand, to 
recommend to you the uſual Practice of a, Wiſe 
Commander, who is in Hiſtory related to have 

« Diſciplin'd and Train'd his Soldiers, with as 

* much. Care and Diligence in time of Peace as 


1 © 2x War: The Uncertainty | of Events, and the 


Perfidiouſneſs of an Enemy, many times pre- - 
vaild with him to be upon his Guard, and 

to be ready and prepar d for the worſt, though 

no real or apparent Danger did then offer it 
ſelf. And if we look into the Holy Goſpel, 

= we ſhall find our Blefſed Lord, the Great Captain 

„, our Salvation, commanding us his Soldiers 

and Servants: to our Arms: Zo tate unto us. his Eph. 6. v.13 
whole” Armour, the breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs , 14,—16,17, 
the - ſhield of Faith, - the - helmet. of Salvation „8. 

= and the ſword: of the Spirit, which is the Word 

= of God. Praying, always with all Prayer and Sup- 

= plication in the Spirit, aud watching tbereunto with + 

| all. Perſeverance „ That we may be ready: For the Luke 12. v.40. 
1 | , -408 
Len of Man cometh. at an hour when we think not. 
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A Sermon on ibe Death 


— 


Acts 1. 7. 


> 


Rev. I. v. 18. 


“Than our Change (as one obſerves ) nothing 
« is more certain; than the Hour thereof, no- 
* thing more uncertain. It is not for as to know 
the times or the ſtaſons, which the Father hath put 
in his own power He it is that; as the Divine St. 
John declares, hath the Keys of Hell and of 


We have it reported of ſome Perſons, that 


they did not fear Death , but the: Kind of 


x Cor. 16. 1. 


x Pet. 5. v. 8. 


« Death :* For to Die, to be depriv'd of this 
ſhort and Animal Life, is nothing; but to Die 
well or ill, is of the greateſt Moment and 
Conſequence to the Souls and Bodies of Man- 
kind. Watch therefore (as St. Paul writes and 


exhorts) and ſtand ſtedfaſt in the Faith; quit 


You lite men, be Strong. $ Becauſe. Your F adlverſary 
the devil , as a roaring lion, walketh about , ſeek- 


ing whom he may devour. Amidſt the greateſt 


3 Thef. 5. 2. 


e wait for it, and expect it in every Place, 


Delights, and the pleaſures w enjoy here but for 
a ſeaſon, Death may ſhow it ſelf: And the 


Holy Ghoſt, compares it to a Thief , thar comes 


and ſteals upon us. Since then it is ſo uncer- 
* tain in what Place, of at what time Death 
expects us; let us (my Friends and Brethren ) 


«nd at all, Times and Seaſohs. It is the com- 


mendable Happineſs of Good Men, that they 
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do fo wait for their Change, that they are 
not ſurpriz'd by it: By Watchings and Faſtings * | 

often, they try 
ding their own Works, and labouring all they 
can for to purify aui cletnſe their Conſtiences from all 
Soul. 


and examine themſelves; pro- 


thoſe Deformities which blemiſh and hurt the 
| | 3 No- 
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Nothing is of greater Concern to them, than the 
Fear of being oft their Guard, not having (as they 
ought to do) ſufficiently begg d God's Remiſſion ot 
Sins; whoſe Divine Juſtice we muſt all ſeek to ſatiſ- 
fy and appeaſe, before we go hence, aud be no more 
ſeen. | re ty Le | 1 


In the time of the Law, the Hraelites were 
enjoyn d to eat the Paſſover in haſte, with their ,, 2 
loyns girded, their ſpooes on their feet, and their i, © © 
aß in tbeir hands, for fear of the deſtroying 

Angel's approaching: In alluſion to which, we 

have our Saviour. Chriſt in the Goſpel reveal'd 
exhorting his little flock, and Diſciples of his 
Kingdom, to have their loyus alſo girt about, and 

their lights burning , like unto. mes that wait for 

the Lord, when he wil return from the wedding; Euk.12.v.35, 
that when he. cometh and knocketh they may open ver. — 

to him immediately. And bleſſed. are thaſe ſervants | 
whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watchieg , 

and waiting for their change, Alas! how regard- | 
leſs were Sodom and Gomorrah > For when Brim- Gen.9.v.24, i 
ſtone and Fire rain'd from the Lord out of Hea- _ 


ſo full of all manner of Wickedneſs and Propha. 1 
nation , they remain'd yet in their Impieties, and | = 
would not ſo much as think of their fatal Over- . | 


throw and approaching Change. We find our 

Saviour upbraids one in the Goſpel, who was - a 
fooliſhly Boaſting bimſelf in the multitude of his Luk 13. vas. 
riches , and - promiſing to himſelf many gears; when 


that very night his ſoul was requir d of bim; | his - 
Change came : And then, whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, i 
5 We Ex wich — a 
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A Sermon on the Death 


Matt. z5.v.3. 


Exod. 14. V. 
28, 29. 


12 


and wait for it. 


pass in tljʒie 


which be bad provided » So vain and friutleſs is 
it to lay up Treaſure here, and at the ſame 


time to be Poor and not Rich towards God ! 


Wherefore then let the Miſcarriages of others be 
a Warning to us; and let the Uncertainty of 1 
the Time of our Diſſolution, be a means to 
quicken our Care and Diligence; and now, while it is 
call d to day, cauſe us ſeriouſly to conſider our latter end, 


8 


3 


Oh! Let us not trifle away our Time, and 


with thoſe careleſs ones in the Goſpel, have our Mi 


Oy! to buy, and our Lamps to trim, when we ſhou d 


go forth to meet the Lord: Then, oh] then twil! 


be much too late for us to prepare and get ready; 


then will our Hearts fail us, we ſhall then Trembdle 
and be afraid; yea, we ſhall be full as Diſconſolate | 
and wretched as that Tyrant of a King, Pharoah, was, 7 


who would never regard the Judgments that befell 
him, till the hand of Heaven was upon him to de- 


ſtroy him; then indeed he would fain have fled back 1 | 


from rae! which he purſued, but it was then paſt 
all hope for him to eſcape : The Waters of the Great 
Deep ſoon return'd and clos'd together, and he and all 


* 


his Hoſt were drown'd in the Sea. 


1 


Thus are we taught and inſtructed by the Uner- 


ring Word of God, contained both i» - the Odd 
and New Teſtament, how requiſite | and neceſ- - 
ſary it is for us, in every State and Condition | 


of Human Life, to wait for our Change. And ſo I 


We 2 Second 
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T the Reverend Mr, J. Shaw, 


"Second Place, To endeavour to enforce the Ob- 


ſervation of this Religious and Chriſtian Duty 


of our waiting for Death, by reminding you of 


that great Advantage which it will afford to eve- 
ry one that ſeriouſſy wee it as he ought 
to do. 


And the Advantage will appear in ſhort Wer theſe 


: following Conſiderations. 


1. Our ſerious calling to mind, and refleting upon 
Death and the Conſequences of it, will be of good 
uſe in ſuppreſſing Vice, and putting a ſpeedy ſtop to 
every ſinful Courſe ; twill at all times ſerve to cha- 
ſtiſe and check both our Exorbitant Luſts, and Ex-- 
travagant Wills, which are ſo apt upon all occaſi- 
ons tor to break looſe and hurry us away into the 
Commiſſion of that which is Evil, and highly of- 
fenſive to God and good Men: F or all they that 


are careful, and wait for God, and keep his Com- 


mandments, are not ſo expos d and open to Temp- 
tations, as they daily are, who ſeem to retain no 


1 juſt Ideas of God's Providence „and ſcarce have 


God in any of their Thoughts, z who mind eee 
ate 


Thoſe FRO have their Aſfections rais d after a more 
ſublime and heavenly Manner, whoſe Meditations 


are employ'd upon Death, and Fudgment after Death, 


are not ſo eaſily importun'd „and drawn away by 


* any of the Allurements or Enticements to Sin ; they 
have a very ſmall eſteem for the outward —_— 
dies and momentary Pageantry of this Lite ; ; 
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A Sermon on the Death 


that they can with eaſe paſs them by whilſt they wait 
for their Change, and with Joy reflect upon it, as it 
is a paſſage and entrance into life eternal, immortal, in 
the hig beſt heavens... POT ll 


We are all I believe very ſenſible of the Charge and 
Care which we are at for to remove any natural 
Diſeaſe, that chanceth for to ſeize the Body; We 
ſoon repair for Advice to the Men of Art and Skill; 
and amongſt their Preſcriptions, we are directed 
often to change the Air, and breathe in our Na- 
tive Country, where the Climate is probably more 
Temperate, and agreeable to our weak Nature, 
and ſickly Diſpoſition ; ſo careful are we as not to 
neglect any of thoſe Rules that are given us for ſome 
probable Good, and enſuing Benefit: And whilſt we 
thus expreſs our Care for the Preſervation of our 


— — 


Health of our Souls? Alas! none can deny but 
that they are Sick, and languiſh , being much in- 
diſpos d through 
malignant Evils; all which is foon remedied by a 
timely. Application of our ſelves to Chrift Feſus , 
the great Phyſician of Souls; and by Faith drawing 
nearer and nearer to that heavenly country that is a- 
boye', where do live the ſouls of juſt men made perfect, 


for our Change, and ſtudying how we may die 


mem) 


1 
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frail Bodies, ſhall we be ſo Remiſs and Unwiſe, 
as to be leſs ſolicitous for the future Safety and | 


Diſeaſes, and a complication of 


after they are happily deliver d from theſe earthly 
Cs. on A \ 771717 4 


2. It is of Advantage to us, thus to be waiting 


well; ſince ſuch ſerious Reflections are faithful Re- 
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ür a membrancers of our mean Extraction and Con- 
2 | dition here below: For out of the ground (as God 
11 aſſur d our FalP'n Parent Adam) we were at firft taten; 
| : elnſ# we are, and unto duſt we ſhall return. Hence Gen. 3. v 19. 
a then let the lofty and prond learn to be ſomewhat 
humbled, and not to have ſuch an overvaluing O- 


i pinion of themſelves, and of their own Actions; 

\ For what are we? Or what were our Fathers be- 

% fore us? Is there any thing in our Frame and Com- 
80 poſition, that is ſo much more remarkable and ex- 
cellent, as to make us ſet at naught our Brethren 

2 and Companions here, who are as Pilgrims and 


Strangers, travelling to a better Country 2 What 
x, XZ ſhou'd move us to deſpiſe others, and (as the man- 


Wy ner of ſome is) to be*Superſtitious and Vain-glo- +/ uperr pu : 
ne rious, puffed up for one againſt another? There is nei- = Cor. 4.v.6. 
w_ ther Reaſon or Religion in this; For when God with 95 | 
* rebukes (as David faith) doth correct us for our inigus. 1 39 kr. 
* ty, he maketh our beauty to conſume 'away like a math + 
ou Jarely every man * N rd e en 
5 L 3. . By thus waiting for our Change, we are ani- 
Oo! mated againſt all Deſpondency and tormenting 
by Apprehenſions of Death: For whilſt we reflect 
r. upon the Certainty of it, how that 27 zs appoiu- Heb. 9. v.25. 
ns ted unto men once to die, but (after this the juidg- * 
. 7 ment; and that fhone in this Courſe of Nature N 
N 5 are exempted from ſuch a Change; what ground 
110 is there, or can any Reaſon (my Beloved) 

be given or aſſignd, for you or me to dread 
. and {laviſhly fear That, which is common and 6 : 
115 belongs to All as Men, bo abe Born 10 die? 6 


In the Apoſtle's Senſe, we may truly affirm, 
7 > That 


* 
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A Sermon on the Death 


Rev.14. 


Pſal. 3 4. v. 19 


That we die all daily : From the Cradle to the 
Grave, in every Period and Stanza of Life we, meet 


with one Inſtance or another of Mortality; ſo that 


every one of us may now ſay to his Soul; Be not 
thou then caſt down, O my ſoul, and be thou: 50 low- 
ger diſquieted within me] fince death, the death of 
the righteous is to be deſir d and pray d far: Yea, we 
hear a Voice from Heaven commanding us to Write, 
1; Bleſſed are the dead, which die in the Lord, from 
. henceforth, yea, faith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours', 5 an their works do follow 
them. 

In a few Words, ere I FI to. a Conclu- 
ſion: If we make a Stand a little, and take 
but a very ſhort ſurvey of this World's Goods 


Which are before us, we may ſoon be made 


acquainted ' with that Anxiety and Carefulneſs 
which - continually is attending on us; fo that we 


* readily ſubſeribe to this Divine Yun. and 
< A r 


mation of the Prophet; how. that many are the 
affliftions of the righteous , dur the Lond derer 
* him out of them all.” It is God that ſaveth us, and 
through the Gate of Death bids us de to enter 
Tots his Reſt, 15 


ur Tan who. in Genpadlen to our _ Infir- 
mities took our Nature upon him , tells us, 


Job. 16 v. 33. that tribulation - is to be the Lot and portion of 


our Inheritance here; Cares and Sorrow will 
creep in, and intermix themſelves with the chief. 
eſt Bleſſings we enjoy: Neither is there to be 
bound any lolid and N Peace i in this World ; wt if 
that 


a 4 
: + 


that deſirable Bleſſing be = ſo much as named only 


in the Earth, preſently the Trumpet is liſted up, and 


is ready to ſound to the Battel; wars, and rumors of 


wars become our Melancholy Entertainment. 


And here, from this ſhort Glance upon thoſe out- 


ward Miſeries which ſo Diſquiet and Diſorder us in. 
this Life, 1 beg of you to retire a while into your own: 
ſelves, and to thur out the World, and filently to com- 


mune with your Hearts; and then tell me,-if you 


are nat ſoon convinced, that there alſo is Matter e- 
nougmh, without looking any farther, for to employ. 
and exerciſe the Devotion of your Souls, and to cauſe 
even Tears to flow and run down apace from your 
| Eyes There you are fad witnefles to thoſe innume- 
| rable Evils which war againſt the Soul; There you 
may ſee how many and great Conflicts do happen 
betweer the ſpirit and the fleſh continually ; no ſooner 

under and ſubdued, but 
and if not time} oppos d © 
and reſiſted, tis more than probable that twill get 


is one infaliing Vice b 
inſtantiy another ſtarts up, 


the maſtery over us, and we fhall be vanquiſh'd and 


overcome by it: And all this is occaſton d by the iff Gil. g. v. n. 


iris, uhich are contrary- 


:ngs ef the Fleſh again the Spi 


B T 
to the Galatians) wo cannot do the things that we would 


in peace, be our Minds never fo virtuoully inclin d to 


lent Liturgy 


that peare-mhieh. the world here cannot give. For nei- 


ther from within on from without us, as E have here 
ue Reft to be found or diſco-- 


n till God in r Merey calls it away 


— there 


from 


* 


that which: is Good. Therefore we are by our excel- - 
directed to pray to God, for to give us 
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from hence, and gives it a place of Joy, in an Eter- 
nity of Bliſs and Glory; which Joy nothing can ever 
diſcompoſe, nor can man take it from us. g 
He that by the Spirit of Wiſdom and Knowledge 
took an Inventory of all things in this lower Orb, 
Eccleſ. 1. v.a. pronounced al to be vanity. And lo] a greater than 
Solomon, in the Goſpel, 7s at hand, even Feſus, the 
Son of the meſt High God: Who when he found his 
| Diſciples to be ſorrowful at the Apprehenſions which 
they had of his ſudden Departure from them ; he ſaid 
unto em, I ye lov'd me, ye wou'd rejoyce, becauſe I 
Joh. 14. v. 28. go 70 11 A | | 
1 Oh! then let us conſider how Bleſſed are thoſe 
that are gone to find Reſt for their Souls in Heaven: 
Who would not gladly be unloos'd and ſet free from 
| theſe Chains ny Fetters wherewithal the World ſo 
Joh. 20. v. 15. faſt binds us, for to go to Chriſt's Father, and our | 
Phil. 1. v. 21. Father; to his God and our God? Thus then to die 
_ (with the Apoſtle) zs great Gain. EL Þ 
4. By our conſtant waiting for our Change, our 
Faith and Hope in the Promiſes of the Goſpel will be 
more and more Ratified and Confirmed : We ſhall x 
from hence be fill'd with greater Alacrity and Cheer 
Heb. 12. v. 1. fulneſs to run this race that is ' ſet before uw. And all 
Colof: 3.v. a. our Deſires will be enlarged after Heaven; ſo that we 
ſhall ſet our affetions upon the things that are above; 
and evermore be ready to enter into that Everlaſting 
Reſt, which God will give to all that wait and ſeek WR 
i for it, as they are taught by his Holy Word. IR 
2 Cor. 3. v. Thus ſhall we be changed into the ſame image with 
hs God, from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of God. 
And this will E a means lewis more ſolemnly to 
bring us all to conſider (at this particular Seaſon 1 55 
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of the coming of Chriſt, and the doftrine that he, at his 
Appearance, reveal d ſo fully to this lower world, when 
he ſo wonderfully Redeem'd us. By his own Merito- * 
rious Death he hath pluck d out the ting of death; ſo 
that we now may Triumph and ſay; O death! where x Cor. re. v. 
is thy ſting? O grave! where is thy victory? Thanks be der. 5 
to God that giveth us the victory, through our Lord ver. 37. 
Feſus 'Chriſt. Therefore my beloved Brethren, be ye 
ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. | 


To Conclude, let us Pray, . 0 

| „„ II. Sunday in 

A Lmighty God, give us Grace that we may caſt away Auen. 
the Works of Darkneſs, and put upon us the Ar- 

mour of Light, now-in the time of this Mortal Life, 

(in which thy Son Feſus Chriſt came to viſit us in great 

Humility ) that in the laſt Day, when he ſhall come © 

again, in his Glorious Majeſty, to judge both the Quick 

and Dead, we may riſe to the Life Immortal, through 

him who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 

Ghoſt now and ever. Amen. | IH 
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